
Nineteenth Century Philosophy (Phil 3250 / Phil 6220 / GerSt 3580)

Professor: Michelle Kosch (michelle.kosch@cornell.edu)

Class Meetings: Monday 2:40–5:10 p.m. in 127 Rockefeller

Office Hours: Tuesday 9–11 a.m. in 224 Goldwin Smith

This course is a historical survey of philosophy on the European continent from the end of
the 18th through the end of the 19th century (with a focus on ethics and political philosophy).
It is open to graduate students and to undergraduates with some background in philosophy. It
fulfills the major and minor distribution requirement for history of modern philosophy.

Learning goals: Acquire familiarity with major thinkers who stand in the background of
much contemporary political, social and literary theory. Develop skills of philosophical thinking,
writing and conversation.

Requirements for Undergraduate Students (Phil 3250 / GerSt 3580): Readings of
60–100 pages per week from primary texts; recorded lectures of about 1–2 hours per week; weekly
discussion questions about each set of readings; regular attendance with participation; weekly
short quizzes on lecture material; either two papers of 2500–3000 words each or one paper
of 6000–7000 words. Final grade will be based on ten quizzes (20%), discussion questions and
participation (30%) and paper(s) (50%). Details follow.

Requirements for Graduate Students (Phil 6220): Readings of 60–100 pages per week
from primary texts; additional readings in secondary literature (assigned individually based on
paper topics); recorded lectures of about 1–2 hours per week; weekly discussion questions about
each set of readings; regular attendance with participation; final paper of seminar length (7000–
9000 words), rewritten in response to comments from me. Graduate students should register
S/U unless your home department requires a letter grade.

Readings are mainly drawn from these books, which have been ordered at the bookstore and
placed on reserve in Uris:

Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (Hackett)
Fichte, Foundations of Natural Right (Cambridge)
Fichte, System of Ethics (Cambridge)
Hegel, Elements of the Philosophy of Right (Cambridge)
Marx & Engels, The Marx-Engels Reader (Norton, second edition only)
Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling (Princeton)
Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality (Hackett)
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Make sure to have these editions only. The page numbers below correspond to them,
and your papers must contain citations from them (unless you are working from the original
German, French or Danish texts, in which case check with me about which editions to use).
Shorter readings will be on Canvas. For secondary literature, consult the list at the end of the
syllabus, and talk to me at any point in the semester for further recommendations.

Discussion questions: For each meeting after the first, you are expected to submit two short
discussion questions on the readings for that week, by e-mail, before 10:00 a.m. on Monday.
These should be thoughtful questions, focused on the text, that occur to you as you read. They
will not be graded, but they should display that you have done the readings carefully and com-
pletely. They will be distributed to the whole class, and part or all of the class will be structured
around them. Late questions will not be accepted. You must submit at least 10 sets of questions
to get full credit for this component.

Lectures and Quizzes on the lectures are available on Canvas. Quizzes are recommended but
not required for graduate students. Undergraduates must take at least ten quizzes, but may take
more, in which case I will count only the highest ten grades toward the final grade.

AttendanceandClassMeetings: Class time will be devoted to Q&A on lectures and read-
ings, and to discussion. Attendance is required. Laptops and cellphones may not be used dur-
ing class meetings except in case of approved disability accommodation. You are responsible for
making sure that your interactions with classmates are inclusive and respectful. If you have any
questions about what that involves, ask. If you see someone being treated disrespectfully dur-
ing class (being interrupted or talked over, having their contribution either dismissed or repeated
by someone else without proper attribution, being subjected to ad hominem attack), say some-
thing. If you’ve been the target of bad classroom conduct or have any other concerns about your
interactions with fellow students either in or outside of class, talk to me about it.

Undergraduatepapers: For students choosing the two-paper option, papers should be 2500–
3000 words in length and are due on 10/21 at 11:59 p.m. and 12/2 at 11:59 p.m. For students choosing
the one-paper option, the paper should be 6000–7000 words in length and is due 12/2 at 11:59
p.m. Only students who need a writing sample for graduate school applications should pursue
the one-paper option. Papers must be submitted through Canvas and must respond to assigned
prompts (posted on Canvas), unless you have cleared an alternative topic with me well in advance.
Reference to secondary literature is not required and does not substitute for detailed engagement
with assigned primary texts. Extension policy: you may request an extension of up to a week,
without explanation, so long as you do so more than 48 hours before the deadline; thereafter no
extensions will be granted without a note from your advising dean or SDS.Latepaperswithout
an extension will lose 1/3 letter grade per day. I will be happy to comment on drafts or outlines
in advance of deadlines, but will not allow rewrites of undergraduate papers once they have been
submitted.

Graduate student papers should be 7000–9000 words in length (including notes and bib-
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liography) and are due on 12/2 at 11:59 p.m. Papers must be submitted through Canvas. Engage-
ment with relevant secondary literature in addition to detailed engagement with primary texts
is required. Discuss possible topics and relevant secondary literature with me several weeks in
advance of the deadline. Papers must be revised (typically after semester’s end) in response to
comments.

Requests for accommodation must be made during the first three weeks of the semester,
and students are encouraged to register with Student Disability Services to verify their eligibility
for accommodations.

Academic Integrity: Every assignment you submit for this course is expected to be entirely
your own work. No collaboration is permitted on papers or quizzes. Every source consulted
for papers must be properly cited. Course materials (including exams, handouts, recordings,
your own notes from lectures and other students’ work) are the intellectual property of their
authors and may not be posted online, or sold or shared with anyone who is not a student in
this class during this semester without prior written permission. Students guilty of any academic
integrity violation in the course (including but not limited to those listed above) will earn a fail-
ing grade for the course and the case will be reported to the college. The Cornell code of aca-
demic integrity is here: http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/aic.cfmFor a tutorial on plagiarism,
visit: https://plagiarism.arts.cornell.edu/tutorial/exercises.cfm All papers
will be scanned by Turnitin plagiarism detection software and will thereafter be included in the
Turnitin database (where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting future plagiarism).
Please familiarize yourself with the usage policy posted on the Turnitin.com website. In choosing
to take this course you agree to this arrangement.

Schedule of Classes

Week (dates) Assignment

1 (8/22) I. Kant (1785), Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Preface and
Parts One and Two (pp. 3–55); Marquis de Lafayette & T. Jefferson
(1789), Declaration of the rights of Man and the Citizen (canvas); O. de
Gouges (1791), Declaration of the rights of Woman and the (female) Cit-
izen (canvas).

2 (8/29) J.G. Fichte (1796), Foundations of Natural Right, Introduction and Sec-
tions 1–7, First Appendix Sections 1–9, 15, 16 (pp. 3–84, 264–75, 281–2).

9/5 Labor Day, no class meeting, no assignment.

3 (9/12) J.G. Fichte (1798), System of Ethics Sections 13–19 (pp. 149–247).
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4 (9/19) G.W.F. Hegel (1807), Phenomenology of Spirit Paragraphs 166–96 (can-
vas); G.W. F. Hegel (1821), Philosophy of Right Preface and Sections 1–2,
4–29, 33, 40–1, 44–5, 57–8, 90–114 (pp. 9–28, 35–58, 62–4, 70–4, 75–7,
86–8, 119–42)

5 (9/26) G.W.F. Hegel (1821), Philosophy of Right, Sections 129–59, 165–66, 182–8,
238–59, 267–9, 279–80 (pp. 157–200, 206–07, 220–26, 263–82, 288–90,
316–23).

6 (10/3) Saint-Simon, Fourier and followers (readings TBD based on availability
of translations).

10/10 Fall Break, no class meeting, no assignment.

7 (10/17) L. Feuerbach (1841) The Essence of Christianity Introduction (Sections 1
and 2) and (1843) Preface to the second edition (canvas); L. Feuerbach
(1843) Provisional Theses for the Reformation of Philosophy (canvas).

10/21 First papers due 11:59 p.m.

8 (10/24) S. Kierkegaard (1843) Fear and Trembling pp. 1–81.

9 (10/31) S. Kierkegaard (1843) Fear and Trembling pp. 82–123.

10 (11/7) K. Marx (1843) ‘On the Jewish Question’ Section 1 (Reader pp. 26–46);
K. Marx (1844) selections from Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts
of 1844 (Reader pp. 70–81); K. Marx (1845) Theses on Feuerbach (Reader
pp. 143–45); K. Marx and F. Engels (1845–6) selections from The German
Ideology (Reader pp. 147–200).

11 (11/14) K. Marx (1867) selections from Vol. I of Capital (Reader pp. 302–84,
417–38).

12 (11/21) K. Marx and F. Engels (1848), Manifesto of the Communist Party (Reader
pp. 473–500); F. Engels (1880), Socialism: Utopian and Scientific (Reader
pp. 683–717); F. Engels (1884), selection from The Origin of the Family,
Private Property and the State (Reader pp. 734–751).

13 (11/28) F. Nietzsche (1887) On the Genealogy of Morality, Introduction and First
and Second Treatises (pp. 1–66).

12/2 Second papers due 11:59 p.m.

14 (12/5) F. Nietzsche (1887) On the Genealogy of Morality, Third Treatise (pp.
67–118).

Recommended secondary literature:

Kant: Onora O’Neill, Acting on Principle (reserve)
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Barbara Herman, The Practice of Moral Judgment (reserve)
Christine Korsgaard, Creating the Kingdom of Ends (reserve)
Arthur Ripstein, Force and Freedom (reserve)
Jennifer Uleman, ‘External freedom in Kant’s Rechtslehre’ (canvas)

Fichte: Michelle Kosch, Fichte’s Ethics Chapters 3 & 4 (canvas)
Michelle Kosch, ‘Fichte on Summons and Self-consciousness’ (canvas)

Hegel: Fred Neuhouser, ‘Desire, Recognition, and the Relation between
Bondsman and Lord’ (canvas)
Alexandre Kojève, first chapter of Introduction to the Reading of Hegel
(canvas)
Fred Neuhouser, Foundations of Hegel’s Social Theory (reserve)

French Socialism: Leslie Goldstein, ‘Early Feminist Themes in French Utopian Socialism’
(canvas)

Marx: Jon Elster, Making Sense of Marx (reserve)
G.A. Cohen, Karl Marx’s Theory of History (reserve)
G.A. Cohen, ‘Capitalism, Freedom and the Proletariat’ (canvas)
G.A. Cohen, ‘Freedom and Money’ (canvas)
G.A. Cohen, ‘The Labor Theory of Value and the Concept of Exploita-
tion’ (canvas)
Michael Rosen, On Voluntary Servitude (reserve)

Kierkegaard: Michelle Kosch, ‘Kierkegaard’ (canvas)
Alastair Hannay, Kierkegaard (reserve)
Joachim Garff, Kierkegaard (reserve)
Michelle Kosch, ‘What Abraham couldn’t say’ (canvas)

Nietzsche: Raymond Geuss, ‘Nietzsche and Genealogy’ (canvas)
Michel Foucault, ‘Nietzsche, Genealogy, History’ (canvas)
Brian Leiter, Nietzsche and Morality (reserve)
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